adequately cover the whole of physiology except for neurophysiology, both peripheral and central. This surprising omission is unfortunate and means that in spite of its title the work cannot be considered a comprehensive 'Physiology for Medical Students'. There is also no attempt to cover biochemistry or histology, but these are more usually dealt with in separate books. The accounts all start at an elementary level, but progress to include the most recent work compatible with their original date of publication. The contributions of the individual authors are as follows: Burton on the circulation, Comroe on respiration, Davenport on the digestive tract, Pitts on the kidney and body fluids, and Tepperman on metabolic and endocrine physiology. An example of the fresh approach to be found in several places is Burton's opening chapter, which debates teleologically the requirements of a circulation as seen by a 'Celestial Committee on Design of a Mammalian Circulation'. These interesting volumes are well printed and well illustrated, but their chief appeal will probably remain as a series of individual monographs rather than as a textbook. This book presents a wide selection of current work in the field of geriatric medicine. The most important contribution is the F E Williams lecture by Dr G F Adams on the prospects of patients with strokes. He shows how better methods of rehabilitation developed in geriatric departments over the past ten years have improved the prognosis for recovery in those who survive the initial acute stroke.
The other papers cover many different topics including hypothermia (A Kekwick), osteoporosis (B E C Nordin), malabsorption (C C Booth), depression (F Post), lung function (J C Gilson), falls (J H Sheldon), ischmmic disorders of the brain (D J Williams), and heart (J Wedgwood). A N Exton-Smith on pressure sores is a model of clarity and L Wollner on postural hypotension presents a first-class piece of clinical science.
Some of the papers summarize work that has already appeared in specialist journals, but it is a great convenience to have them between the covers of this modestly priced little volume. The book will be essential reading for the increasing number of physicians specializing in geriatrics, and will be helpful to the many others who have to practise it willy-nfilly. It is the first time that the Royal College of Physicians has given serious attention to this subject and in view of the increasing importance of geriatric medicine one hopes it will not be the last. Nothing sums up this conference better than some words by Professor M Roth: 'After many decades of increasing specialization and fragmentation, geriatric medicine is helping to re-establish the unity of medical practice and probably foreshadows many developments in the medicine of the future.' R E IRVINE A Synopsis of Anasthesia by J Alfred Lee MRCS LRCP MMSA FFA RCS DA and R S Atkinson MA MB BChir FFA RCS 5th ed pp 774 illustrated 37s 6d Bristol: John Wright 1964 This book, which began as a small vehicle for the conveyance of information in neatly arranged little packets, is now in danger of becoming a wellstuffed pantechnicon. None the less I do not recommend that the book should be abbreviated nor that any of the paragraphs should be further condensed; I suggest only that the title should be changed: a 'Compendium' sounds too heavy, a 'Myriobiblion' too recondite, a 'Pantechnicon' too large, so I offergratisthe word 'Grammar' (Shorter OED: Grammar, para 6: 'a. The fundamental principles or rules of an art or science. b. A book presenting these methodically').
It has always been one of the most useful books on the subject; it remains so and should be available to all concerned with anaesthetics.
GEORGE ELLIS
The Chromosome Disorders An Introduction for Clinicians by G H Valentine MB chB MRCP DCH FRCP(C) pp x + 129 illustrated 25s London: William Heinemann Medical Books 1966 Knowledge of chromosome disorders is playing an increasingly important part in clinical work, particularly in the field of developmental abnormalities. In this book a poediatrician has succeeded in giving a very readable and clear account of the present state of the subject, which he has learnt both from his clinical experience and from his colleagues in the cytogenetics laboratory. He begins by giving a brief account of meiosis and mitosis and goes on to discuss how various types of chromosomal anomalies arise. There is an extremely clear chapter on dermatoglyphics, a subject which to the uninitiated is linked with fortune telling, but very good descriptions are given of the various patterns of finger-, palm-and sole-prints. Not all clinicians will wish to become involved with the probability tables for types of pattern, given in the chapter on mongolism. The various syndromes associated with anomalies of autosomes and sex chromosomes are described with illustrations of cases and their karyotypes. There is a brief discussion of clinical management.
Both the author and Professor Murray Barr in his foreword emphasize that diagnostic cytogenetics should now be carried out on a service basis in a hospital laboratory, leaving research departments to study other aspects of human chromosomes. This book should be welcomed by all clinicians and clinical students. It is no soft assignment to crystallize the whole of British medicine into a single book. The long interval since the last edition of Price's Textbook provided an unusual opportunity for a fresh attempt to be made and Sir Ronald Bodley Scott and his 23 fellow contributors deserve to be congratulated on a very praiseworthy effort to achieve this. The result is a convenient and up-todate book of reference that will be useful to both students studying for examinations and doctors dealing with patients. Medical knowledge is now growing so rapidly that it is no longer possible for such a textbook to be really comprehensive and therefore selected references for more detailed reading have wisely been added to the text. Another improvement is the two-column format which makes easier the reading of cold but essential facts. Although 90s may cause people to hesitate before buying a book that will be out of date in a few years, every aspect of medicine is covered and the information it contains undoubtedly makes the book good value for The third edition of this book appears eight years after the second, and during the interval there has been a complete revision of the text and extensive rewriting of some sections. The general principles of pathology are discussed in a fairly conventional manner; for the most part the text is a pleasure to read and the illustrations are good (although the floor of the mouth shown in Plate X is, in fact, the palate). However, there are some noticeable omissions and anomalies. For example, the impression is conveyed that bone necrosis and sequestrum formation are the same thing, and the mosaic appearance in Paget's disease is explained and illustrated in such a way that, almost certainly, the student would gain an incorrect impression.
Often the author uses examples of mouth and jaw diseases to illustrate general pathological principles, an admirable practice in a book intended for dental students. However, many of the statements are open to serious criticism. Aphthous stomatitis is said to be due to the herpes simplex virus. Cementum is apparently laid down by the dental papilla. In cervicofacial actinomycosis the lesions are 'mainly submucosal leading to swelling of the gingiva'. 'Epulis' is apparently a giant-cell lesion. The occurrence in the jaws of giant-cell tumour of bone, and the relationship between giant-cell lesions of the jaws and the brown nodes of hyperparathyroidism are dealt with in a confusing manner. No mention is made of the fact that most giant-cell lesions of the jaws are of a different character. This is a readable and attractive book, but it does contain a number of questionablestatements.
I R H KRAMER
The Prenatal Lung by S Engel pp vii+71 illustrated 45s Oxford &c.: Pergamon Press 1966 This monograph has thirteen pages of text and the rest of the book consists entirely of microphotographs with some explanatory diagrams. The subject matter is a detailed histological examination of serial sections of six foetal lungs ranging from 61 weeks to 29 weeks gestation.
The description of the development of the bronchial tree and alveolar system is more detailed perhaps than heretofore. The emphasis has been laid on development of vascularization and on formation of elastic tissue. For technical reasons the latter has been studied in relation to blood vessels rather than respiratory channels.
The presentation of the book is excellent and it represents painstaking work which will remain as an authoritative source for anatomists and research workers. The contention that it is of practical value to obstetricians is probably optimistic, only one of the six feetuses being even legally viable. If the book emphasizes that many premature babies die because their lungs are immature, this only serves to underline what we knowthat the answer to prematurity must be prevention rather than cure. Finally, it would have been helpful if the study had included one child premature through dysmaturity. The difference in histological appearance between premature babies of identical size but considerably different maturity could have been most illuminating. C N HUDSON
